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Where to start?

Newspapers contain a wealth of information not just in their articles, but in their community calendars, advertisements, and obituaries.  Many historic, small-town Utah newspapers are online at http://www.lib.utah.edu/digital/unews/.  The Government Documents and Microforms Division also has many Utah and surrounding states’ newspapers in microfilm.  The Family History Library also has an outstanding collection of microfilm newspapers as well as US and International records collections http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHL/frameset_library.asp?PAGE=library_collection.asp.  International newspaper microfilm rolls can be requested through interlibrary loan at the Marriot Library (expect to wait 7-14 days to receive ILL requests).
For locations in Utah and the states that touch Utah (the Intermountain West), Special Collections (581-8863) is a treasure trove of clippings files, manuscripts, images, books, articles, and much more.   Other good resources about Utah are the Utah state Archives http://www.historyresearch.utah.gov/, local history museums (not all counties have one) http://www.censusfinder.com/utah-historical-museums.htm, the University of Utah Digital Collection http://www.lib.utah.edu/digital/, and the Utah History Research Center http://history.utah.gov/utah_history_research_center/index.html.  If your town is not in Utah, look for similar organizations in your state (or country) for assistance.

American Memory from the Library of Congress http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html has a tremendous amount of material on locations all over the US.

Statistics 

One way to describe a place is to use demographic and economic statistics. The US Census can answer many of those questions for US cities and towns.  Members of the Government Documents staff can help you choose the Census of Population and Housing volumes you need to find information about your town.  The Marriot Library has the City and County Data book starting from 1947 – present, which compiles Census data into city and county tables.  For historical census data online, you can search the Historical Census Browser (1790-1960) http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/ and Selected Historical Decennial Census Population and Housing Counts http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html.
The University of Pennsylvania Penn Libraries has an excellent online pathfinder for US and International historical statistics. http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/guides/hist/historicalstatistics.html.   You can search the library catalog for international statistics by doing a general keyword search for [country name] statistics, for example, Holland statistics.  Some of the returns you get may be in a relevant time period.  

Religious Bodies (1906-1936) has statistics about religious denominations in the United States.

Databases
Historical Abstracts (everywhere except the US and Canada) and America: History and Life (US and Canada) are two databases that would be good places to search for information about your town/county.  
If you have questions, please feel free to contact any Government Documents and Microforms Division staff member.  We are here to help! 581-8394


